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Statement for the Global Forum on Migration and Development 2012 

Civil Society Days

Rome, November 2012

Women and men migrants: Value their contribution, protect their rights and enable them to contribute to development

Caritas Internationalis is a global confederation of 164 Catholic organisations working on humanitarian relief and international development and operating in 200 countries and territories. 

One of the key strategic objectives of Caritas Internationalis is to promote integral human development. Namely, an integral approach that takes into consideration the wellbeing of the person and of all people in their different dimensions: economic, social, political, cultural, ecological and spiritual – in order to achieve a just society.

Caritas notes that migrants worldwide, especially women and children are vulnerable to abuse of human and labour rights. Moreover the global economic crisis has created a further sense of caution among governments of high-income countries with regard to human mobility. Countries have responded to the crisis by trying to restrict the entry of third-country nationals, especially the low skilled, and by tightening border controls to limit the flow of irregular migrants which makes them resort to more risky migration routes and plays into the hands of criminal networks. Cuts in public expenditure in high-income countries, unemployment and loss of social rights have affected migrants heavily and thus their ability to contribute to local development. Moreover, anti-migrant and thus divisive rhetoric has increased in conjunction with major elections, and counteracts a more positive message of hope that all residents, neighbours of a country should work together towards inclusive and welcoming societies and the common good.
Caritas Internationalis calls on governments and all relevant stakeholders to consider the following issues during their debates at the Global Forum on Migration and Development 2012:

1. Protect and promote the contribution of migrant women to human development

Migrant women play an important role in migration. Women increasingly migrate on their own nowadays, in many instances as primary breadwinners for the family. Migrant women disproportionally are found in the less regulated sectors of the labour market, where they work as care-givers for the elderly, children and families and thus contribute to wellbeing and social capital in receiving countries.

Despite these positive contributions to host societies, the specific needs of migrant women are not taken up strongly in the public debate and in policy design. 

Caritas calls upon governments to

· Assess their migration policies through the lens of their impact on migrant women with particular focus on exclusion of such women from regular sectors of the labour market or on their increased vulnerability to exploitation. 

· Ratify and implement the conventions that protect migrant women and men and promote decent work, including in poorly regulated labour market sectors, in which women tend to be over-represented; such agreements include the ILO Convention 189 (regulating domestic work with some provisions specific for migrants);

· Support and implement mechanisms that reduce the vulnerability of women migrants and prevent their exploitation, such as

· Improved regulation and oversight of international recruitment agencies in order to reduce exploitation and inaccurate information

· Pre-departure counselling, including training on migrant rights in transit and destination countries
· Referral – systems
 for women migrants victims of abuse

· Provide assistance to heads of families migrating alone as well as to their families left behind, with a particular emphasis on child “orphans of mobility”;
· Create appropriate and sustainable counselling and protection structures, such as “mobility centres” for migrants, and prospective migrants, in particular for women migrating alone, in countries of origin and transit. These structures should provide information and counselling for their “migration goals”, including exploring alternatives to migration.
2. Fight exploitation and abuse of migrants at all stages of their journey effectively
“Every migrant is a human person, who as such, possesses fundamental, inalienable rights that must be respected by everyone and in every circumstance.”
 States must ensure the protection of, and access to, these rights, such as the right to life, liberty and security, education and medical care, decent work and equitable remuneration of that work, with special attention to categories of people, including undocumented migrants, who often experience the denial of these rights. Undocumented migrants can be subject to detention because of their irregular stay. Migrants may live under degrading conditions and facing violence and abuse in these detention centres. Moreover migrants experience heightened vulnerability in emergency situations (e.g. Libya or Syria) or may be subject to heavy abuse on their journey. States and civil society should cooperate at all levels to combat exploitation and abuse of migrants, including human trafficking, whether trafficking is for the purpose of sexual or labour exploitation.
Caritas calls for the following actions: 
· Fight corruption, abuse and exploitation along the migration routes, especially if inflicted by state authorities;

· Protect basic human rights of migrants, such as access to basic health and social services of all migrants including undocumented ones;
· Avoid detention of migrants, especially of minors; promote a dialogue with relevant stakeholders to identify less costly and less damaging alternatives to detention;
· Provide real access to due process and redress mechanisms for documented and undocumented migrants, thus making sure that offenders (of migrants’ rights) are punished;

· Set up protection systems for migrants in conflict and humanitarian crisis.

3. Decent work, social protection and opportunities for migrants to contribute to human development

Migrant workers, and, for that matter, all workers, should enjoy decent working conditions and opportunities for human development for themselves and their families. States should sign and ratify international instruments that promote decent work for migrants and implement these policies by allocating necessary resources and introducing necessary mechanisms, to enable migrants to sustain themselves and their families.
 Recruitment agencies and employers should be effectively regulated and monitored based on international labour standards. Migrant and diaspora organisations should be given a voice in relevant debates and supported for their actions. With their knowledge and skills valued and their voices heard, migrant workers can contribute to the development in their country of origin as well as change the perception of migrants in their country of residence. 
Caritas calls for the following actions: 

· Explore the portability of social rights and engage in respective bilateral agreements between countries of origin and destination. Migrant workers should be given the choice of either maintaining their social rights (pension, health insurance etc.) in their country of employment or to transfer them to their country of origin.
 
· Migrants in vulnerable situations such as victims of trafficking, refugees and minors, should be protected by means of legal and social instruments. In particular, legal assistance for refugees and victims of trafficking should be available. 

· Governments should introduce formal labour regulations, standards and protection mechanisms in the unregulated labour sector where most migrants work. In particular, employment agencies should be under the strict control of state authorities; migrant workers should have the possibility to be hired directly by employers without the involvement of agencies.
· Promote the engagement of migrants in the development process of their countries of origin with the perspective of establishing, in those countries, policies that reflect a genuine will to work towards an integral development.
4. Towards the High Level Dialogue 2013

During the past years, the GFMD has made progress and has provided a needed platform for Civil Society (CS) and governments to meet and learn from each other. Caritas will continue to participate in this space and contribute with its experience as a worldwide network, engaged both with migration and development. Caritas would encourage all actors to maintain the process and work toward an open and expanded “Common Space” for a constructive dialogue among CSOs and governments, especially involving diaspora and migrant organisations, trade unions, rights-based organisations and development organisations.
Human mobility is, and always has been, a dimension of the human experience, of human development and of globalisation. The international community should discuss ways of establishing a meaningful global governance including Civil Society at large, who can bring in the day to day experience of working with and for migrants. 
Underlying elements for a future migration governance should involve the following:

a) Facilitate global mobility for the benefit of migrants, communities of origin and destination;

b) Respect, promote and implement the human rights of migrants independently of their status, including the right to a family life;

c) Ensure respect for different needs of men and women on the move;

d) Provide for equal opportunities for men and women to migrate under informed, secure and affordable conditions or to stay in their home countries;

e) Promote and implement decent work for migrant men and women;
The delegation of Caritas at the GFMD CS days in Mauritius is composed by representatives from Lebanon, Mauritius, Spain, Sweden, The Netherlands, Caritas Europa and Caritas Internationalis secretariats.
The representative of Caritas Sweden will serve the GFMD Civil Society Days 2012 as Co-Chair.
� A system of structures, policies and procedures which aim at protecting victims of exploitation and abuse and punishing the perpetrators. National Referral Mechanisms exist in the context of Combating Human Trafficking.


 


� Pope Benedict the XVI, Caritas in Veritate, 2009, #62, � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html" �http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html�


� ILO Conventions 97 and 143


� Italian immigrants had negotiated these agreements in the past in countries like Australia, Canada, Argentina, Belgium. Italy has not signed an agreement with Ukraine yet, in spite of many Ukranians working in Italy. 
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