In search of a new aesthetics of sustainable transformation
World Forum for Culture and Education for Transformation
23-25 July 2010, Belém, Pará, Amazonia


In the first Culture and Education for Transformation Assembly carried out in the 2009 World Social Forum (WSF), the International Association of Drama/Theatre and Education (IDEA), member of the International Council (IC) of the WSF, committed itself to organise the World Forum of Culture and Education for Transformation in July 2010, in Belém. The proposal was approved by the IC in Belém 2009 and in Montreal, 2010, and will conclude the IDEA World Congress, Live, Living Diversity! Embracing the Arts of Transformation, which will occur in Belém, Pará, 17-24 July, 2010.

After 16 months of articulation of cultural and educational networks within Brazil and Latin America and of fundraising, the coordinating body of the first World Forum of Culture and Education for Transformation invites you to contribute methodologies for the Forum, to fulfil the principal aims defined by the 2009 Assembly (see the attached documents).

Context
During the past decades, ‘culture’ has gradually become re-cognised as the key motivating and mediating life-force which generates and sustains personal and collective transformation and new politics and praxes. It is no longer seen as the ‘economically-determined effects of class struggle’, but the fertile human soil in the meetings between identity and language, memory and self-esteem, world view and imagination, geography and genetics, utopia and methodology, in their diverse manifestations. It is the fear and laughter provoked by paradigm shifts; the aching desire and daring practice of making the new, together. The living connection between ethics, aesthetics and economics. 

During the past decade, Brazil has nurtured a national politics of points of culture, a poetic mix of socio-economic acupuncture and action through networks, inviting cultural organizations to transform a politics of control into a culture of confidence, also together. However, the praxis of the majority of the ‘cultural points’ and of its National Network still suffers from an aesthetic of unsustainability and dependency. 

In the same ten years, the World Social Forum has been searching to transform a politics of resistance into a new political culture of transformation, to create another possible world.  However, despite its commitment to an experimental process to invent an open participatory and convergent space, in practice, the Forum has still suffers from an aesthetic of ideological declaration rather than dialogic collaboration.   
Both proposals, Points of Culture and WSF, challenge us parents, teachers, community activists and politicians who know that it is now or never to rethink development and politics in terms of education and culture. And both challenge us to free the formative and transformative power of the human languages of music, images, gestures, voice and dance from the marginalizing prejudice of ‘Art’, to cultivate new ethical and dialogic spaces, methods and economics: a new aesthetics of sustainable transformation.

The IDEA 2010 world congress ‘embracing the arts of transformation: live, living diversity!’ is dedicated to this threshold, on the edge of the Amazon, based in decades of personal and collective stories from specialists from more than 70 countries, in search of sustainable communities. A week of public dialogues, workshops, circles of debates and performances will therefore culminate in an intimate global forum around three clear objectives:

a) How to transform every institution into a ‘sustainable project of culture and education’?
b) How to transform every school into a ‘project of sustainable culture and education’?
c) How to integrate an aesthetics of transformation into every local, national, regional and world forum, towards the World Social Forum of 2011? 

We plan to create an intimate and participatory world forum, irrespective of the number of participants, between 23-25 July. You are now invited to offer a circle of dialogue or arts-based workshop of one day, for the first day. We will dedicate the second day to the development of projects and strategic regional plans of action. 

We attach the plan for IDEA 2010 to show six world roundtables, fifteen mini- conferences and international festival – the platform of the Forum. The Forum itself opens on the morning of the 23th July with global roundtables on ‘Can schools be changed?’ and on ‘Can the arts be re-democratized?’ debated by the World Alliance for Education.

We plan to link the World Forum of Culture and Education for Transformation to communities throughout the world through skype. If you’d like to participate, here or at home, please visit www.idea2010.art.br and share proposals here!

The registration fee for those who are not participating in the whole IDEA 2010 Congress is 
R$ 50 (50 Brazilian Reais). Inscription is by email to forum@idea2010.art.br. 
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Coordination of the 2010 Forum
Dan Baron Cohen (IDEA/WAAE/International Council of the WSF): danbaronmst@hotmail.com 
Déa Melo (Manamani/Panamazonic Forum, Brasil)

Network of Latin American Collaborators
Manoela Souza, Ailtom Gobira, Ney Wendell (Brasilian Network of Arteducators)
Deize Botelho (GAM, Working Group for Culture & Education for Transformation, Points of Culture)
Cesar Escuza (Vichama Teatro, Peru/Latin Anerican Network of Art and Social Transformation)
Adriano Mauriz e Marcelo Palmares (Pombas Urbanas, Brasil/Latin American Network of Community Theatre)
Jorge Blandon (Nuestra Gente, Colombia/Latin American Network of Art and Social Transformation)
Iara Pietricovski (Latin American Articulation of Culture and Politics) 
Luana Vilutis (Instituto Paulo Freire, Brasil)
Hamilton Faria (Instituto Pólis, Brasil/World Network of Artists)
Marie Bordas (Aesthetic Interactions, Brasil)
Rita Freire (Ciranda, Brasil/International Council of the WSF)

