Report on the World Forum of Culture and Education for Transformation 2010: In search of a new aesthetic of sustainable transformation

At the 1st Meeting of the Assembly for Culture & Education for Transformation held at the end of the WSF 2009 in Belem, Brazil, the International Drama/Theatre and Education Association (IDEA), member of the IC of the WSF, agreed to organize the 1st World Forum of Culture and Education for Transformation (WFCET) during its 7th World Congress of Theatre Education in July 2010, to be based in Belém/Pará. The proposal was approved by the IC in Belém in 2009 and in Montreal, 2010.

Why the WFCET?

During the last decade, 'Culture' has been increasingly recognized as the motivating force that generates and mediates personal and collective transformation and generates new politics and practices. Culture is no longer seen as the ‘effects of economically-determined class struggle', but as the fertile soil in the meetings between human identity and language, memory and self-esteem, historical vision and imagination, geography and genetics, and utopia and methodology, in its diverse manifestations. It is the fear and laughter caused by paradigm shifts, the painful desire and daring praxis of making the new, together. The vital thread that links ethics, aesthetics and economy of solidarity.

During the last decade, the WSF has been attempting to transform politics of resistance into new political cultures of transformation, to create another possible world. However, despite the commitment to an experimental process to invent an open participatory space of convergence, in practice, the Forum still suffers from an aesthetic of ideological declaration rather than dialogic collaboration. This challenges us all – parents, educators, artists, activists and politicians who know that now is the time – to rethink politics in terms of culture and pedagogy. And it challenges us to free the transformative and pedagogical power of the human languages of music, image, gesture, voice and dance from the marginalizing prejudice of 'Art', to cultivate new methods, collaborations, economies, ethics, and dialogical spaces: a new aesthetic of sustainable transformation.


Report
The first meeting of WFCET permeated the IDEA World Congress, Live Living Diversity!: Embracing the Arts of Transformation, held in Belém do Pará, from 17-24 July 2010. It involved the direct participation of 11,000 art-educators, cultural organizers, and members of cultural and social movements, and the indirect participation of 32,000 people throughout Pará, Brazil and through ‘distance communication’. 

Held within an IDEA world congress which occurs every three years, this first meeting of the WFCET reached organizations, agents and networks that operate outside the networks and social movements that participate in the WSF to renew, dialogize and expand the quest for another possible world, and enrich the cultural and transformative dimensions of the WSF process. The meeting ended with an assembly of 200 participants – coordinators of Brazilian Latin American and other continental networks of art-educators, organizers of Brazil's ‘Points of Culture’ and of the 5th Pan-Amazonian Social Forum – and culminated in a collective letter: In search of a new paradigm of cooperation and sustainability: towards an aesthetic based on culture and education for transformation.

The second meeting of the WFCET culminated in the World Education Forum in Palestine, on 30 October 2010, integrating preparatory dialogues held in the same month during the 'Platform Puente', involving 11 countries from Latin and Central America, between 13-17 October in Medellin, Colombia; during meetings held in the Pedagogical University in Bogota on 18-20 October; during the Environmental Education meeting held on 22-23 October in Porto Alegre; and during the international meeting of "Dialogues between Museums, Education and Art 'on 24 October, in the Pinacoteca in São Paulo. A document containing the outcomes of these meetings is being finalized now.

A third meeting of the WFCET is planned to permeate the 5th Pan-Amazonian Social Forum to be held from 25-29 of November, in Santarém/Pará. It will integrate the main proposals related to education and culture in a final assembly of the axis: Culture, Communication and Popular Education. It will also include performances and diverse cultural actions by hundreds of arts education organizations and networks worldwide in support of Amazonian Rivers Forever Live for a Sustainable World. The actions will be ‘published’ in the social networks of the new media and all the ideas and proposals from these itinerate dialogues in 2010 will be integrated into a final Charter to be presented and developed during the 2011 World Social Forum in Dakar, Senegal.

The 3rd meeting of the WFCET will integrate the quest for new cooperative and dialogic praxes in the heart of the Amazon, as part of the movement against the hydro-electric dams. It will link reflections from the round tables, workshops and seminars, and culminate in a local dialogue (in Santarém) and from a distance, focused on two key questions:

a) What are the main challenges in building sustainable projects of culture and education for transformation?
b) What are the priority actions to cultivate an aesthetic of sustainable transformation in social movements and their national and international forums?

Invitation
We invite each member of the IC and his/her organization/network/movement to participate in person or virtually in the 5th PASF and the WFCET meeting in the afternoon of November 26 (14h-18h) or/and in the final assembly in the afternoon of November 28 (14h-18h). You can also participate through a local artistic/cultural action and post it on a social network or in dialogue verbally or in writing via Skype, sent to Santarém. Please send us your email if you want to participate by skype from a distance:

Coordination
Dan Baron (Institute of Transformance/WG-Culture 2002-09/CI WSF)
Déa Melo (Manamani/WG-Culture-WSF 2009/FSPA, Brazil)
Luana Vilutis (ABRA/WG-Culture-WSF 2002-04)

Partners in Networks

Brazilian Network of Arteducators – ABRA

Pontão de Cultura: Abração: Cultures of Solidarity to Sustainable Communities
WG of Culture and Education for Transformation: Pontos de Cultura, Pará

Latin American Network Art and Social Transformation/Community Theatre
Articulation of Latin American Politics and Culture
World Network of Artists
Platform Puente – For a Latin American Policy of ‘Community-based Living Culture’
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