
WSF 2010 towards Dakar
… and beyond



Goals of This Meeting

 Open a discussion on the issues and challenges on 
communication in the WSF process

 Exchange and collaborate with the IC commisions to 
build together the elements for the next communication 
plan

 Prepare for a seminar on IC communication policies



Noteable History

 2001 - 2005: Shared communication projects
 2008: Global Day of Action operated by Communications 

Commission
 2009: Belem started the expanded experience
 2010: Succession of events with coverage and continuity



Resources for the Process

 Shared projects of alternative/independent media
 Social Forum Extended initiative 
 Virtual Media Center
 WSF Technology Group
 IPS/Terraviva



Alternative Media Facilitation
 

 What ? Ciranda and other shared initiatives

 Who ? Alternative media and individuals who participante 
in the universe of the WSF and movements

 How ?  Contacting, proposing, and participating in the 
shared coverage of the forums

 Role ? Articulate intiatives of shared coverage within the 
forum process



Alternative Media Facilitation/2



Audio – Radio Forum

 What ? Foro de Radio – online audio platform

 Who ? Community radios and the AMARC network

 How ? Facilitating shared coverage between community 
radio groups during forums

 Role ? Propose to independent radio organizations to 
collaborate and support their initiatives



Audio – Radio Forum/2



Video – WSFTV.net

 What ? WSF TV online video sharing platform

 Who ? Video activists and organizations covering 
movement activities and forums

 How ? Contacting forum organizing committees and video 
activists to gather content

 Role ? Preserve and promote a visual memory of the 
forum and its context



Video – WSFTV.net/2



IPS TERRAVIVA

 What ? Coverage of the event, issues and the project

 Who ? Professional journalist

 How ? Using his columnist and journalist network

 Role ? Supporting coverage and spreading of informations 
about WSF issues and contents



IPS TERRAVIVA/2



Virtual Media Center

 What ? Website (www.worldsocialforum.info) and outreach 
materials (press kit)

 Who ? Journalists and media organizations that cover forum 
process and events

 How ? Working with press offcers of organizing committees 
and of WSF movements to share, support and distribute media 
resources

 Role? To work with the mainstream media to make WSF visible

http://www.worldsocialforum.info/
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Social Forum Expanded

 What ? Distant interactive participation through internet 
(audio video text meetings)

 Who ? Distant groups and Activity organizers

 How ? Integrate in mobilization and in offcial program

 Role ? Propose SFEx to organizing committees and 
support their initiatives
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WSF Technology Group

 What ? Create and support webtools for WSF process

 Who ? Techno activists and proactive users

 How ? Developing and maintaining software and Internet 
resources within collaborative projects

 Role ? Address IC needs, support forums, and facilitate 
their technical implementation and support



WSF Technology Group

 Rationalizing Infrastructure on a Common Server
 Streaming Video with Free Software
 Webinar and conferencing software
 Participant database
 OpenFSM
 Event sites – registration procedures



WSF Technology Group/2



2010 Activity thus far

 Contacted all 2010 events organizers
 Collected videos from 6 events
 Consolidated techno activists to support existing and 

needed webtools and projects
 « Participated » 2010 Logo
 Social Forum Expanded was active in 5 events
 Created Virtual Media Center website platform
 Press releases and press clipping with 3 global media alert



An Experience of African Social Forum: Flame 'Afrique

 Objectives
 - voice african participants in SF
 - inform african audiences os SF as events
 - raise in the african audiences issues debated within the SF

 History
 2002-2010 WSF covered by FoA Porto Alegre, Nairobi, Bamako, Belem
 subregional fora 

 How?
 Networks of african journalist,media, and media network
 pluri-language platforms and pluri-media.platforms

 Next steps (to be validated)
 Coverage of Niamey and Dakar
 Mobilize african communities, through community media,
 Raising debates at local level, 
 Voicing african communities



An Experience from the African Social Forum : 
Flame of Africa/2



Towards Dakar

 Seminar in July to establish an operating frame
 Map existing African tools and discuss articulation with 

other initiatives
 Collaborate with ASF and offce on the event site
 Support other technology and media needs



General Challenges and Concerns
 Popularizing the WSF process
 How to work with the WSF offce
 Language and translation
 Inter-cultural interpretation
 Internal communications
 Visualizing the future of the forum
 Transparency
 Coherence and credibility
 Visibility and relevance
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