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CONCEPT
The 3rd Urban Social Forum (19th December 2015) creates an open and 
inclusive space for civil society organizations, students, academics and social 
leaders from all over Indonesia to gather. The Urban Social Forum is an annual 
event that provides an opportunity for participants to debate ideas, exchange 
experiences and knowledge, and network with other leaders and organizations 
working on pressing urban issues throughout the country.



OBJECTIVES
The objective of the event is to offer Indonesian social actors and civil society 
an opportunity to connect with others in their field. The Urban Social Forums 
are aimed at promoting awareness of urban issues, improving understanding 
of current practices and encouraging collaboration. Together, the civil society 
community can develop a common vision about how to overcome the 
challenges that determine our urban future.



The 1st Urban Social Forum was held in Solo in 2013 and brought together 
120 individuals from 20 different NGOs, 10 cities were represented. The 
2nd Urban Social Forum was held in 2014, the event grew and gathered 
about 300 participants from 105 different institutions; around 20 cities were 
represented. The growing popularity for the Urban Social Forum can be 
attributed to a growing awareness of the need for civil society to debate and 
collaboration to develop and promote solutions for today’s complex urban 
problems.

A parallel development is the increasing interest and involvement of a young 
generation of citizens in improving our cities. The 3rd Urban Social Forum 
responds to this growing participation of youth by integrating the Youth 
Urban Forum into the USF.  In part events youth groups have presented 
their ideas, activities and debated pressing urban issues; we plan to give 
them more room and encouragement to do so this year.

BACKGROUND
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The Saturday will be a full day of panels, workshops and activities, 
including music and entertainment. The following panels will run during 
the entire day in parallel session format. This  means that there will be a 
diverse selection of panels for participants to choose from, and no one 
person will have the same experience. We hope to offer a very rich and 
interesting selection of themes. 

SATURDAY 19TH DECEMBER (ALL DAY)



PARTNERING FOR CHANGE IN THE CITY -  ANOTHER CITY IS POSSIBLE 
(PLENARY PANEL)

Technology, emerging interest groups, issues, and alternative political movements are all changing the way that cities are shaped, and 
how resources and power are distributed. In order to bring about change in cities in the 21st century traditional top-down practice and 
conventional pathways cannot be followed; instead, new partnerships, progressive ideas and visionary leadership are needed. 

This opening panel features actors from government, civil society, and technology start-ups that represent the current situation of Indonesia’s 
cities. The panel will discuss how new partnerships between stakeholders are necessary in challenging existing paradigms and creating change.

Panelists: 
Moderator:



1. SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY: SOCIAL INCLUSION AND POVERTY REDUCTION    

While urbanization is raising living standards and creating opportunities for many, plenty remain marginalized and excluded from growth 
and prosperity. Targeting poverty reduction is becoming increasingly challenging but new approaches are being experimented and 
implemented with some successes. This panel will discuss the new ways to target poverty reduction and how to distribute the benefits 
of urban development, underlining the importance of ‘social inclusions’. 

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



 

2. SOLVING INDONESIA’S HOUSING CRISIS

A housing crisis is looming in many Indonesian cities and alternative approaches to providing affordable and well-serviced housing 
need to be developed. This panel will discuss the importance of housing as part of the broader social agenda, as well as its importance 
in attaining more socially just and sustainable cities.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



3. THROW OUT THE TRASH: ALTERNATIVE AND INNOVATIVE APPROACHES 
     TO TRASH MANAGEMENT

Trash collection in Indonesian cities is inefficient and burdensome to governments, but there are small-scale alternatives that offer 
solutions and new ways to see trash as a resource. This panel will share and discuss alternative management models and ways to re-
imagine trash as a resource.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



4.  FINDING WAYS TO PROMOTE NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION 

Cars, buses and motorcycles are not the only ways for people to move around the city; in fact they are what contributes most to traffic, 
pollution and accidents. Cities should be finding ways to promote walking and cycling, but are increasingly dominated, and reliant upon, 
motorized transportation. This panel discusses how non-motorized transportation offers the chance to transform cities, what policies 
are needed to do so, and whether it is at all possible to contemplate non-motorized transportation alternatives to our current model.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



5. A SPACE TO GROW: CREATING CHILD-FRIENDLY CITIES

We don’t think of cities in Indonesia as healthy places for children to grow up and thrive, they are better known for being dangerous, polluted 
and lacking in spaces for play and learning. Indonesia has long supported the Childrens’ Rights Convention, which has been translated to 
Presidential Decree No. 36/1990, and is a signatory of the World Fit for Children Declaration (WFC) in 2002. But despite all these formal documents, 
are cities really ‘Child-friendly’ in the everyday lives of our young generations? Can governments, citizens and civil society organizations 
support policies that make cities child-friendly, so that they can benefit from the resources and opportunities of city life? This panel looks at a 
number of initiatives by different institutions and highlight lessons about making cities better places for children to grow up in.

Organiser:
Moderator:
Panelists:



6. CONSERVING URBAN HERITAGE IN MODERN CITIES

Rapid urbanization and the re-development of city centers threaten to destroy cultural heritage buildings and traditional neighborhoods. 
Without greater awareness of the importance that such historical assets play in the daily lives, identities and economies of urban 
communities, this trend is set to continue. This panel discusses some of the challenges facing efforts to preserve urban heritage as well 
as promising approaches that may offer solutions to this destructive trend. 

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



7. THE CHALLENGES OF RAPID TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS IN INDONESIA’S  
    CITIES

Cities are using a number of different strategies to improve mobility and reduce congestion; such as adding more rapid transportation 
options, such as bus-based mass rapid transportation (BRT) and light rail rapid transportation (LRT). City government transportation 
providers are using a number of different budgeting and management models to develop effective mass transportation systems, however it 
is rare for citizens to be involved in decision-making processes. This session explores the challenges of implementing mass transportation 
systems that relieve congestion and improve mobility, and how citizens can be meaningfully engaged in the discussions to do so. The panel 
will answer why some options are more suited to some cities than others, and share success stories that have potential here in Indonesia.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



8. CREATIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND  CITIES: MARKET CREATION  
    AND COMMUNITY BASED ECONOMY

Cities are changing the way that economic development strategies are being conceived and implemented, from top-down national 
government policies to more inclusive and innovative approaches at the city-level. New policies promoting ekonomi masyarakat, public 
market renovations, and creativity, are starting to show real impacts. This panel will discuss how they are changing how we think of 
economic development and, in doing so, changing the city itself. 

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



9. URBAN GREEN SPACES: WHERE IS THE GREEN IN THE CITY?

Despite national legislation stipulating that 30% of land in Indonesian cities be allocated for green spaces, including public parks, recent 
years show a sharp reduction of green, public space, or often times misuse of land meant for public space. Demographic growth and 
increased interest and demand for outdoor recreation reflect changes in public attitudes, as a result governments are having to re-think 
policies about green space too. This panel seeks new approaches and ideas about how to increase and sustain green spaces in cities, 
sharing lessons and experiences from the Surabaya Zoo (Kebun Binatang Surabaya).

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator: 



10. COMMUNITY-BASED APPROACHES TO CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE

Government responses to climate hazards are promoting large-scale infrastructural interventions, but some of the most practical and 
innovative solutions are being devised at the community-level. This panel explores community-based resilience approaches, their 
benefits and challenges, and how viable and sustainable they are as solutions to reducing climate change vulnerability for years to 
come. 

Organiser:
Moderator:
Panelists: 



11. YOUTH AND CITIES: THE ROLE OF THE NEXT GENERATION

Young people have long been sidelined from decision-making in the design of our cities, but they stand to inherent them in the near 
future. Empowering youth to be active change-makers in cities is a way to tap into the huge potential and talent of youth to transform 
cities into more livable, productive and inclusive spaces. This panel discusses new approaches to engaging and empowering youth as 
active participants in city life.

Organiser:
Moderator:
Panelists: 



12. HUMAN RIGHTS CITIES: RETURNING HUMANITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION  
      TO THE CITY

Indonesian cities are expanding, but there is a great deal to make sure that urban development must serve the fulfillment of human rights- the creation 
of inclusive and just cities. Due to decentralization, Indonesian cities play a major role in policies and defining the roles of local government, local 
legislatures (DPRD), civil society and other stakeholders, to together improve the lives of citizens. The Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights City 
defines the ‘Human Rights City’ as one with ‘both a local community and a socio-political process in a local context where human rights play a key role 
as fundamental values and guiding principles’. This panel will present and discuss the case of Wonosobo city in creating the platform of human rights 
city, and also share a variety of other perspectives, including from cities around the world, about how to create inclusive and just cities.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



Holistic city planning has been Sweden’s focus for more than five decades. Sweden was once the most oil-dependent country in the 
industrialized world, but following the oil crisis in 1973, the country has made tremendous efforts to grow the economy while minimizing 
environmental impacts. The result speaks for itself, since 1990 Sweden’s carbon emissions has decreased by 20%, yet the GDP has increased 
by 60%. Part of this achievement is due to an integrated and holistic approach to urban development, known as SymbioCity.

SymbioCity reflects Swedish knowledge and experience toward sustainable city planning, both home and internationally. As the word 
“symbiosis” goes, meaning the integration of organisms in a mutually beneficial union, the SymbioCity approach goes beyond country 
boundaries with Palu City in Indonesia embarks on SymbioCity journey together with the city of Borås in Sweden since 2012.

This panel will share how SymbioCity works in Sweden as well as across continents by looking at how Palu and Borås work together to 
develop sustainable cities through mutual learning that is forward-thinking yet, at the same time, preserving local wisdom.

The progressive city government of Palu will also share their vision in developing Sustainable Palu Bay Area, following the “SouRaja” 
philosophy and discuss how they seize opportunities and address challenges at one go.

13. SYMBIOCITY -  SUSTAINABILITY BY SWEDEN

Panelists: 
Organiser:
Moderator:



Over the last 20 years Participatory Budgeting (PB) has grown into a global movement. From a few innovative cities in Brazil it is now 
being practiced by thousands of cities around the world; but in Indonesia it is still a relative novelty. PB offers the opportunities to make 
decisions about investments in infrastructure and social policies, as well as transforming the role of citizens in shaping their communities. 
This panel looks at the barriers and opportunities for PB in Indonesia, as well as offers insights from international experiences. 

14. MAKING ANOTHER CITY POSSIBLE: PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING

Organiser:
Moderator:
Panelists: 



15. CONNECTIVITY, TECHNOLOGY AND THE CITY OF IDEAS

Technology that connects us, such as Smartphones and social media apps, is everywhere around us; it is redefining the barriers of time and 
space, and re-shaping our experience of the city. Wide reaching social changes are now occurring in terms of culture, business and politics, 
causing traditional barriers of distance and access to fall and new possibilities to emerge. This panel will discuss a number of innovations and 
ideas that are transforming the cities of today, and their implications for re-imagining society and our urban environment. Panelists will explore 
how to make access more widespread across Indonesia and how technology and media can be used to promote civic initiatives.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



16. RIVERBANK SETTLEMENTS: SEEKING SOLUTIONS THAT WORK

Riverbanks have long been used as homes for the urban poor and conflict regularly arises over these contested spaces in Indonesian 
cities. Riverbank communities live under the constant threat of eviction and the risk of flooding. Government solutions involve massive 
displacement, and often ignore the affected communities. This panel session provides an opportunity to share alternative perspectives 
and solutions that are urgently needed to better manage these contested spaces. Practitioners and activists will answer what alternatives 
solutions are needed, which ones have been successful, and which approaches are not working.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



17. PROMOTING LITERACY IN THE CITY

Literacy persists as a social ill in many cities; with limited access to books, libraries and poor schooling system, many are resigned to 
a life without reading. A number of civil society organizations are trying to change this unfortunate reality by promoting literacy at the 
community level. They start literacy programs, promote mobile libraries, and establish book drops in their neighborhoods. This panel 
looks at a number of initiatives that share the vision of improving literacy in the city, what techniques have proven successful, and what 
kinds of policies are needed to make a more wider impact upon this widespread problem.

Organiser:
Moderator:
Panelists: 



18. URBANIZATION IN EAST INDONESIA 

Organiser:
Moderator:



19. EMERGING CULTURAL IDENTITIES 

While cities have historically been dominated by traditional elites, city government and the private sector, emerging cultural identities 
and stakeholder groups are becoming more relevant to the way that cities are shaped. New citizen groups and communities are using 
new technologies, methods and strategies to advance their interests and contest issues in the city. These communities are as numerous 
as they are varied, presenting challenges and opportunities for the creation of more sustainable, inclusive and socially just communities. 
This panel discusses examples of these disruptive models and creative new voices consider how they are changing traditional power 
structures in understanding cities where they live.

Panelists: 

Organiser:
Moderator:



REFLECTIONS AND PERSPECTIVES: THE NEW GLOBAL AGENDA AND HABITAT III
(WRAP-UP PANEL)

The issues that are faced by the millions of Indonesian living cities today are in no way unique to this country. Rapid urbanization, 
land dispossession, the struggle for basic services, land tenure and affordable housing, and other essential features such as open 
space, mobility and basic human rights, are equally the struggles of urban citizens throughout the world. This final panel invites both 
international and Indonesian perspectives on today’s issues from a broader, universal point of view. The panel will ask what opinions, 
ideas and solutions does Indonesia have to offer the rest of Asian region, and world? How can civil society organizations globally 
respond together to promote social, environmental and political change, not just in Indonesia, but throughout the world too?

Organiser:
Moderator:
Panelists: 



The Urban Social Forum is a collectively organized annual event by Kota Kita and its partners, consisting of City governments, 
civil society organizations, academics, and urban enthusiasts. Urban Social Forum (USF) will be held for the third time on the 
18th -19th December 2015 in Surabaya. This will be the first time the event will not be in Solo, and this signals  its growth 
and maturation,  as it is now traveling to different cities throughout the country.  The Urban Social Forum will take place in 
the iconic Kebun Binatang Surabaya,  one of the city’s most contested public spaces, and for the first time feature the Urban 
Youth Film Festival and Urban Idea Expo.

There is an incredible diversity of intersting work currently taking place in cities across Indonesia. However, given its dispersed 
and fragmented nature, there are few opportunities for civil society to network and learn from one another. The Urban Social 
Forum creates this space. Year-by-year this event grows and increasingly forms social ties, creates new collaborations and 
helps share knowledge. It is  an open and inclusive space for  civil society organizations,  students, academics, and social 
leaders from all over Indonesia.
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