Letter from the committee

The Committee for the Respect of Freedoms and Human Rights in Tunisia

C.R.L.D.H.T

September 2014

Summary
Editorial:
A flawed education system
could jeopardize democracy

Headings :
1-Presidential elections:
sponsorship put in question
2- Census 2014
3- Tunisia:
“The Unfinished Revolution”
4- Environment: dead fish on
the beaches and green house
effect

Report on school dropout in Tunisia

EDITORIAL:

A flawed education system
could jeopardize democracy

5- Anti-terrorism Law:
a contested delay
6- T.V stations threatened with
closure
7- Protecting civilians in Syria

“Young people must take it upon themselves to ensure that they receive the highest education so that they can represent us in the future.” Nelson Mandela
The Tunisian Forum for Economic for Economic and Social Rights (French acronym, FTDES) has
published a report on school dropout in Tunisia, a phenomenon that is increasing at an accelerated rate, affecting 107,000 pupils in 2013 after reaching the record of 112,000 pupils in 2012,
a number that represented 11% of those who attended middle and secondary schools.
Also, the educational content has known a steady decline to the point that Tunisian universities
lag behind in African and world ranking. Also, The PISA (Program for International Student Assessment) has ranked Tunisia among the last five in sixty five assessed countries, regarding the
level of middle school pupils. (December 2013).
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Editorial:

>> Next

To add insult to injury, the 2014 UNESCO study confirmed the drop in the standard of education despite the important sum allocated (15% of the State budget, see Professor Karim Ben Kahla 2-2- 2012). That may lead to believe
that this money is but a wasteful spending that merely serves to add to the already alarming figures of the unemployed graduates. Or worse, it may indirectly pave the way for delinquency and extremism.
All this is happening in a country that since its independence has focused on educational expansion to help grow
“the human capital.” The question is: how come that education has switched from a powerful force of social progress to a big factory producing the long-term unemployed, or even potential candidates for harragas in “boats of
death” and Jihadism in Syria and Iraq?
Here we would like to insist on two points of this burning issue.

Education in Tunisia / Source: www.google.tn
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The Tunisian University: a genuine space of knowledge that has become a factory
for unemployment
An issue that needs addressing is the transformation of the Tunisian university from a space of knowledge
transfer to a place that is directly subjected to the imperatives of “training and employment without mortgaging State accounts,” to use the wording of the 1998 World Bank report on the “reform of the Tunisian
university.” This mutation has upset the academic institutions on at least three levels:
• The proliferation of private universities since the year 2000 which have taken advantage from the regression of public education;
• Students belonging to poor social classes have always find it difficult to cope with the constant rise in
enrolment fees, accommodation and food costs;
• The adoption of LMD system that awards three types of university qualifications: Bachelor’s, Master’s
and Doctorate raised both reluctance and criticism especially since it was imposed without any previous
consultation of key stakeholders.
The system was meant to create short-term courses so as to answer the potential demand of private
sector’s needs for “educated” and cheap labor force. However, there is a discrepancy between expectation and reality, as investors are slow in coming and the expected targets of high graduates’ employment
turned to bitter disappointment.Then came Ben Aly’s populist-and catastrophic- decisions: to add 25%
of the annual grades to the official baccalaureate exam and to eliminate the 6th and 9th grades national
exams. As a result, skills of students are evaluated through mid-term local exams which do not often reflect
the student’s learning skills and abilities. In reality, it was meant to increase the success rate at exams
and to boost the image of education as a Tunisian success story to the outside world. Thus, the number of
university students increased sevenfold between 1990 and 2010 while the infrastructure (hostels, restaurants, academics) has never kept up with such pace.

School dropout and the reproduction of the social order:

The school orientation law of 2002 prescribed compulsory education for children between 6 and 16. However,
only 93.2% of those children are being schooled. Also, the rate of school dropouts in this age range is increasing
at an alarming pace. And need we point out that this phenomenon affects poor social classes most, those who
have difficulty providing for school supplies, private lessons…So, here we go again: the social ladder is broken
and school is no more than a place for reproducing the existing social order.

Education and democracy:

It is not our intention to draw a thorough picture of the problems of education. Nevertheless, we wish to emphasize
the importance of the issue to the future of democracy in our country. As has already been noted in the conclusion
of the UNESCO report, educated people are usually endowed with critical mind, discernment; and consequently
they are the most prominent advocates of democracy.
As the country is preparing to begin a new phase in the transition, it is vital to rehabilitate the role of education
as one of the key building blocks of the democratic ideal and of the construction of citizenship. Those of us who
went through the fascinating epic of the student movement could realize how knowledge, social progress and
democracy are closely related.

3

Letter from the committee

The Committee for the Respect of Freedoms and Human Rights in Tunisia

C.R.L.D.H.T

September 2014

1. Presidential elections: sponsorship put in question:

Presidential elections - Tunisia 2014

On 22 September 2014, when the registration of candidates closed, the Independent High
Authority for Elections counted 70 application files for candidacy to the presidential elections,
which are going to be held on 23 November, about one month after the parliamentary elections.
Candidates are supposed to have obtained the sponsorship of, at least, 10 members of the
National Constituent Assembly or, 10,000 citizen voters to formalize their candidacy. Many
people were surprised at the unseemly rush on the presidency, a rush seen as symptomatic of
irresponsibility with regard to the importance of the position, all the more as we all know the high
cost of the campaign.
Civil society activists were quick to point out the candidacy of renowned antidemocrats, like that
of Bahri Jlassi, president of “Alwafa wa el Infiteh” party or that of Adel Almi, president of the
association: “Preaching and Reform”. Both are well-known for their misogyny. The latter has lately
reiterated his appeals to: polygamy, abolition of adoption, separation between men and women in
public places and the establishment of Sharia laws(AL chourouq newspaper 242014-09-).
Also, many other “anomalies” have been revealed:
• Concerning signatures of sponsors: the absence of official certification of conformity. The identity
card number used as reference was considered insufficient to prevent frauds;
• MM. Moncef Marzouki and Mustapha ben Jaafar, who have not resigned yet, are suspected of
taking advantage of their respective positions to use public money and government personnel for
their election campaigns.
• The inability of the Elections Authority to track down irregularities , pursue cases of sponsorship
buying, presumably a common practice within and outside the Constituent Assembly,(Al Maghreb
22-09-2014)
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2. Census 2014:

Census residential Tunisia 2014 / Source: www.google.tn

The National Institute of Statistics (NIS) has presented the first results of the population and
housing census for the year 2014.The operation took about a month, from 23 April to 20 May, and
it targeted Tunisians and residents who had lived here in Tunisia for at least six months.
Compared to 2004, the population has known an increase of 1,070,000 inhabitants, reaching
a total of 10,982,000. And even though the data remained provisional until the final statistics
expected to be published by the end of 2014, we can already make a few remarks:
•
A growing regional imbalance: Grand Tunis and the coastal zone continue to grow at the
expense of other disadvantaged regions. They capture 60% of the total population while Kef,
Siliana and Jendouba (Center and North West) are depopulating, a phenomenon that had never
occurred before ,according to NIS. Likewise, southern regions remained under populated: 149,000
inhabitants in Tataouine and 107,000 in Tozeur.
•
Another unprecedented result: the female population slightly surpasses that of males
(50.2% to 49.2%).
•
The population growth rate has declined over the past decades: 2.35% in 1984,19941.21% in 19942-OO4and 1.03% in 20042014-.
•
More houses than families: the number of housing units reached 3million 289 thousand
units, exceeding the number of families: 2million 712 thousand.
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3. Tunisia: “The Unfinished Revolution”:
In a report called “The Unfinished Revolution: Bringing opportunity, good jobs and greater wealth
to all Tunisians,” The World Bank presents Tunisia as an “economic paradox”. On the one hand,
it could become a “Tiger of the Mediterranean” but, on the other, this economic potential has not
materialized.
The Tunisian Economy is continually facing problems of insufficient job creations and weak export
performance. Two main handicaps hinder the economic development: corruption and regional inequities.
Also, according to the report has achieved “significant progress on the political front, crowned with
a consensual constitution. Yet, there are no major changes in the economic policy followed under
Ben Ali.
The World Bank invites Tunisians to rethink their “economic development model.”

World Bank / Tunisia
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4.Environment: dead fish on the beaches and green house
effect

Environmental pollution Monastir Bay / Source: http://asslama.net/

Villagers near the city of Monastir, center east, woke up on 11 September to the sight
of dozens of dead fish near the beaches. Explaining the phenomenon, the ministry
of agriculture issued an investigative report stating that this was mainly due to the dumping
of waste water and garbage near coasts. When the wind speed is slow and temperatures
are high, water stagnates and consequently the fish population is affected.
On the other hand, Maplecroft, the British company specialized in global risks and strategic
forecasting, issued an annual report on the insecurity of the environmental situation in 15
African countries. Tunisia is among them and the report warns that the global warming affects the geological and seismic risks. Periodic droughts affect the center and the south of
the country, which is going to lead to water shortage by the years 2030 -2050.
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5. Anti-terrorism Law: a contested delay

Terrorism Act - Tunisia / Source: www.nawaat.org

After discussions on the counter-terrorism draft law that had been marked by repeated absences
of many National Constituent Assembly members, the Bureau decided to postpone its adoption to
….28 October 2014,i.e two days after the new legislative elections.
A decision that triggered off huge controversy.
The controversy revolves around the role of the Assembly after the next elections and the
interpretation of article 148 of the law governing the organization and functioning of public authorities.
For the President and some deputies, such article allows the possibility to extend the work of the
assembly until handing over the prerogatives to the newly-elected deputies.
Others categorically disagree. M. Fadhel Moussa, deputy of Massar party and previous dean
of Faculty of legal sciences, considers that such delay is “a constitutional scandal.”Furious with
frequent absenteeism that is “symptomatic of an early electoral campaign», he denounced the
decision of the Bureau, describing it as illegal and “disguises electoral and partisan intent.”
(Le Temps, 252014-09-)
“Just imagine our assembly is holding a plenary meeting to discuss the draft law while the new
assembly is being elected. Apart from the embarrassing spectacle, this sordid decision is infringing
article 148 of the constitution that stipulates that “The National Constituent Assembly pursues its
mandate until the election of the people’s representatives.”(same source)
The counter-terrorism draft law, thus, remains pending in the aisles of the Assembly when Tunisians
are aspiring to change the Ben Ali’s repressive law of 2003, putting in place a legislation that would
blend efficiency and human rights while combating terrorism.
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6. T.V stations threatened with closure:

Tunisian private channel threatened with closure / Source: http://www.espacemanager.com/

Media regulatory board ,the Independent High Authority for Audiovisual Communication(French, HAICA) is charged with “guaranteeing the freedom of expression” and at the
same time” establishing a pluralistic and honest landscape.” This would mean monitoring
the compliance with the law and then media ethics and, at the same time, preventing the
exercise of undue influence.
Lately, the Authority has called on TV channels that broadcast illegally to stop doing so.
According to Hichem Snoussi, member of the HAICA, four channels are concerned with
the closure: Ettounsya,whose owner is the president of a political party. That is, in fact,
illegal. Nessma TV,Hannibal TV and Tounisna did not abide by the specifications relating
to TV and radio stations.
It is important to point out that these channels attract very sizeable audiences and they are
threatened, if they do not comply with the law, with high financial penalties and even with
the confiscation of their equipments. Will the Authority go as far as that? Let’s wait and see.
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7. Protecting civilians in Syria:

Syrian child / Source: http://radiorcj.info/

Thirty-nine leading human rights and humanitarian organizations have urged the world
leaders, who are meeting at the U.N General assembly, to take into consideration
the situation of civilians in Syria and be on their side. They should, according to the signatory organizations, use their power to ensure that “international law is respected” and
attacks of civilian public services, including schools, hospitals, markets and shelters are
stopped.
Just to remember, the UN Security Council voted, last February “to end attacks on civilians
and to ensure that the aid gets to the people.” A resolution that remained without effect as
the situation in the country become more chaotic with 1500 armed groups.
Karim Lahdiji, President of the FIDH, warned against decades of suffering and unrest “if
leaders gathering in New York don’t seek to stem the bloodshed and protect civilians.”
“Let us learn from our mistakes of the past and address the deeper causes of the region’s
instability- not just its most terrifying spin off,” he added.
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